The economic costs of alcohol abuse in Ontario.
The abuse of alcohol causes health and social problems, such as sickness, death, injury, pain, suffering and crime. These harms impose an economic burden on society. Resources are used or foregone as a consequence of alcohol abuse. This article provides an estimate of the economic cost of alcohol abuse in Ontario in 1992. It uses the cost-of-illness method, in particular, the human-capital approach to estimate the prevalence-based economic costs of alcohol abuse. This methodology is consistent with international guidelines formulated at the 1994 International Symposium on Economic and Social Costs of Substance Abuse. The direct and indirect economic costs of alcohol abuse are identified and estimated. The total economic cost of alcohol abuse, from a societal perspective, is estimated to be US$2261.10 million in Ontario in 1992.